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PROCESS FOR MANUFACTURING FOOD
GRADE COLORS FROM FLOWERS,
TYPICALLY HIBISCUS

This invention relates to a process of manufacturing food
colours from flowers, apparatus therefor and food colours
made using the apparatus and following the method.

Currently, food colours are manufactured from organic/
inorganic synthetic sources and are considered to be poten-
tial harmful.

Hitherto, the applicant is not aware of any process for the
manufacture of extracting food colours from flowers. This
invention discloses a process for the manufacture of food
grade colours from flowers, typically hibiscus.

According to this invention there is provided a process
for the manufacture of food colours from flowers, typically
hibiscus flowers comprising the steps of

removing the calyx and the androceum of half bloom
flowers;

washing the flowers; and storing the flowers in a pre-
cleaned stainless vessel;

heating the flowers with water in a decoction chamber to
at least 65 degrees to 70 degrees Celsius;

preparing a 5 percent w/v solution of an alkaline amino
acid in demineralised water;

adding the alkaline amino acid solution to the decoction
chamber containing the flowers until the pH in the
aqueous phase is 7.5 to 8;

heating the mixture in the decoction chamber till the
temperature of the aqueous phase exceeds boiling point
and steam is generated with pressure of at least 1.2
kg/cm;
continuing the heating process for 1 to 2 hours;
cooling the solution in the decoction chamber to 20
degrees celsius and releasing the pressure;

transferring the solution which is a coloured solution so
obtained from the decoction chamber to a closed stain-
less steel vessel;

adding an acidic amino acid to make the solution mildly
acidic;

maintaining the acidic coloured solution under nitrogen
blanketting for 5 to 6 hours for maturation at 20 degrees
Celsius;

filtering the matured extract;

dissolving 15 percent w/v in a polysaccharide such as,

lactose and/or maltodextrin in the filtrate;

spray drying the filtered mature extract in a spray drier;

and

sieving the dried powder so obtained from the spray drier

to obtain a food colour.

 Typically, the flowers are washed with dimineralised
water.

Typically the water in which the flowers are heated in the
decoction chamber is demineralised.

Typically, the alkaline amino acid is D L. Arginine.

Typically, the temperature of the solution in the spray
drier is maintained at 70 to 75 degrees Celsius.

Typically, the acidic amino acid is D L cysteine.

Typically the spray dried powder is sieved through a mesh
having mesh size of 60 mesh.

The invention will now be described with reference to the
accompanying drawings in which:

FIG. 1is a flow diagram of the process in accordance with
this invention for the manufacture of food grade colours
from flowers, typically hibiscus fliowers;

2

FIG. 2 is a schematic sectional view of the decoction
chamber used in the process of manufacturing food grade
colours from flowers, typically hibiscus flowers;

FIGS. 3.a,b,c,d are sectional views of the decocotion

5 chamber of FIG. 2; and

FIG. 4 is a schematic sectional view of the maturation
vessel for the process of FIG. 1.

The invention will now be described with reference to the
accompanying drawings examples which in no way limit the
ambit and the scope of the invention, and which illustrate the
process in accordance with this invention for the manufac-
ture of food grade colours from flowers, typically hibiscus
flowers

FIG. 1 generally indicates the process of manufacturing
food colours from flowers, typically, hibiscus flowers.
Step 1 involves

(a) selecting the flowers;

(b) removing the calyx and the androceum of half bloom

flowers washing the flowers;

and (c) storing the flowers in a pre-cleaned stainless

vessel. Typically, the flowers are washed with dimin-

eralised water.
Steps 2 to 5 take place in a decoction chamber more
particularly illustrated in FIGS. 2 and 3. Steps 2 to § involve:
heating the flowers with water in a decoction chamber to
at least 65 degrees to 70 degrees Celsius;

preparing a 5 percent w/v solution of an alkaline amino

acid in demineralised water;

adding the alkaline amino acid solution to the decoction

chamber containing the flowers until the pH in the

aqueous phase is 7.5 to 8;
heating the mixture in the decoction chamber till the

temperature of the aqueous phase exceeds boiling point

and steam is generated with pressure of at least 1.2

kg/cm;

continuing the heating process for 1 to 2 hours; cooling

the solution in the decoction chamber to 20 degrees

celsins and releasing the pressure.

Typically the water in which the flowers are heated in the
decoction chamber is demineralised.

Typically, the alkaline amino acid is D L Arginine.

Step 6 takes place in a closed stainless steel vessel more
particularly illustrated in FIG. 4. Step 6 involves:
transferring the solution which is a coloured solution so
obtained from the decoction chamber to a closed stain-
less steel vessel;

adding an acidic amino acid to make the solution mildly

acidic;

maintaining the acidic coloured solution under nitrogen

blanketting for S to 6 hours for maturation at 20 degrees

Celsius.

Typically, the acidic amino acid is D L cysteine.

Steps 7 and § involve:

filtering the matured extract; dissolving 15 percent w/v in

a polysaccharide such as, lactose and/or maltodextrin in

the filtrate;

Step 9 involves:

spray drying the filtered mature extract in a spray drier;

and

sieving the dried powder so obtained from the spray drier

to obtain a food colour.

FIGS. 2 and 3 illustrate the decoction chamber 10 of the
process in accordance with this invention in which steps 2 to
65 S are carried out. '

The decoction chamber 10 comprises an outer vessel 12,
typically of 150 cm height and 60 cms diameter fabricated
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of stainless steel of 5 mm gauge. Within the outer vessel 12
is placed an inner vessel 14 which has a perforated body
typically as illustrated in FIGS. 2 and 3. The inner vessel 14,
typically of 3 mm gauge stainless steel rests on four vertical
supports 16 within the outer vessel 12. Within the inner
vessel 14 a thick flat plate 18 capable of relatively downward
and upward displacement, is fitted. The flat plate is typically
of stainless steel and is 5 mm thick. Typically the plate 18
is round with an outer diameter of 52 cms. Upward and
downward movement is effected by screws capable of being
rotated by a bar handle, (not illustrated in the figures). The
screw is supported by four tie rods.

The outer vessel 12 is partially jacketed at its base by a
jacket 20. The jacket 20 is provided with inlets 22 and
outlets 24 for steam and cooling water introduction/
extraction/expulsion. The decoction chamber rests on a
soiled support 25 of stainless steel. A drain valve 26 is
provided for draining decoction liquid from the vessel 10. In
addition, the outer vessel 12 is provided with a removable lid
28 which can be slidably mounted to the vessel 12 or can be
clamped. A steam pressure gauge 30 is provided in the lid
28.

A valve 32 is also fitted to the ontlet 24 for releasing the
pressure of steam generated in the vessel 12. Typically the
inner vessel 14 has perforations 34 as particularly detailed in
FIGS. 2 and 3 over the entire walls of the vessel 14.

Steps 2 to 5 of the process of this invention are carried out
in the decocotion chamber 10 which involves:

heating the flowers with water in the decoction chamber

10 to at least 65 degrees to 70 degrees Celsius; pre-
paring a 5 percent w/v solution of an alkaline amino
acid in demineralised water; adding the alkaline amino
acid solution to the decoction chamber containing the
flowers until the pH in the aqueous phase is 7.5 to 8
heating the mixture in the decoction chamber till the
temperature of the aqueous phase exceeds boiling point
and steam is generated with pressure of at least 1.2
kg/em;

continuing the heating process for 1 to 2 hours;

cooling the solution in the decoction chamber to 20

degrees Celsius and releasing the pressure.

FIG. 4 illustrates the mamration vessel 40 used for Step
6 which involves: transferring the solution which is a
coloured solution so obtained from the decoction chamber
10 to the closed stainless steel vessel and adding an acidic
amino acid to make the solution mildly acidic and main-
taining the acidic coloured solution under nitrogen blanket-
ting for 5 to 6 hours for maturation at 20 degrees Celsius.
Typically, the acidic amino acid is D L cysteine. The vessel
40 is provided with an inlet 42 for introducing nitrogen and
an outlet 44 for expelling nitrogen. A lid 44 and an outlet 46
for removing the matured solution for further treatment that
is filtering, addition of polysaccharides and spray drying in
accordance with steps 7 to 9 of the process illustrated in FIG.
1

The filtering apparatus, the apparatus for adding polysac-
charides to the coloured solution and the spray drying
apparatus of steps 7 to 9 of the process illustrated in FIG. 1
are are well known apparatus and are not further illustrated
or described herein.

The invention will now be described with reference to the
accompanying examples which in no way limit the ambit
and the scope of the invention.

EXAMPLE 1

10 kgs of whole half bloom hibiscus flowers were
selected. The calyx and the androceum of the half bloom
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flowers were removed. This left behind 6.97 kg of flower
material. The flower material (petals) were washed in dimin-
eralised water and stored in a pre-cleaned stainless vessel.
The flowers were heated with water in a decoction chamber
to 70 degrees Celsius. A 5 percent w/v solution of 1 gm DL
Arginine was prepared in demineralised water, and was
added to the decoction chamber containing the flowers until
the pH in the aqueous phase is 7.5 to 8. The mixture in the
decoction chamber was heated till the temperature of the
aqueous phase exceeds boiling point and steam was gener-
ated with pressure of 1.2 kg/cm. The heating process was
continued for 1 to 2 hours. Thereafter, the cooling of the
solution took place in the decoction chamber to 20 degrees
Celsius and the pressure was released. The solution which
was a coloured solution so obtained from the decoction
chamber was transferred to a closed stainless steel vessel.
Amino acid D L Cysteine 1.2 gms was added to make the
solution mildly acidic. The acidic coloured solution was
maintained under nitrogen blanketting for 5 to 6 hours for
maturation at 20 degrees Celsius. The matured extract was
filtered and 15 percent w/v in a polysaccharide dissolved
such as, lactose and/or maltodextrin 14.25 kgs in the filtrate
of 95 liters. The solution was spray dryed in a spray drier;
and after sieving the dried powder so obtained from the
spray drier gave a yield of 13.25 kg of food grade colour.

EXAMPLE 2

12 kg of whole half bloom Alamenda Catheritica flowers
were selected. The calyx and the androceum of the half
bloom flowers were removed. This left behind 7.87 kg of
flower material. The flower material (petals) were washed in
dimineralised water and stored in a pre-cleaned stainless
vessel. The flowers were heated with water in a decoction
chamber to 70 degrees Celsius. A 5 percent w/v solution of
1 gm DL Arginine was prepared in demineralised water, and
was added to the decoction chamber containing the flowers
until the pH in the aqueous phase is 7.5 to 8. The mixture in
the decoction chamber was heated till the temperature of the
aqueous phase exceeds boiling point and steam was gener-
ated with pressure of 1.2 kg/cm. The heating process was
continued for 1 to 2 hours. Thereafter, the cooling of the
solution took place in the decoction chamber to 20 degrees
Celsius and the pressure was released. The solution which
was a coloured solution so obtained from the decoction
chamber was transferred to a closed stainless steel vessel.
Amino acid D L Cysteine 1.2 gms was added to make the
solution mildly acidic. The acidic coloured solution was
maintained under nitrogen blanketting for 5 to 6 hours for
maturation at 20 degrees Celsius. The matured extract was
filtered and 15 percent w/v in a polysaccharide dissolved
such as, lactose and/or maltodextrin 13.95 kgs in the filtrate
of 93 liters. The solution was spray dryed spray drier; and
after sieving the dried powder so obtained from the spray
drier gave a yield of 12.69 kg of food grade colour.

I claim:

1. A process for the manufacture of food colours from
hibiscus flowers comprising the steps of

removing the calyx and the androceum of half bloom

flowers;

washing the flowers; and storing the flowers in a pre-

cleaned stainless vessel;

heating the flowers with water in a decoction chamber

from at least 65 degrees to 70 degrees Celsius;
preparing a 5 percent w/v solution of an alkaline amino
acid in demineralised water;

adding the alkaline amino acid solution to the decoction

chamber containing the flowers until the pH in the
aqueous phase is 7.5 to 8;
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heating the mixture in the decoction chamber till the
temperature of the aqueous phase exceeds boiling point
and steam is genmerated with pressure of at least 1.2
kg/cm;

continuing the heating step for 1 to 2 hours;

cooling the solution in the decoction chamber to 20
degrees Celsius and releasing the pressure;

transferring the solution which is a coloured solution so
obtained from the decoction chamber to a closed stain-
less steel vessel;

adding an acidic amino acid to make the solution acidic;

maintaining the acidic coloured solution under nitrogen
blanketting for 5 to 6 hours for maturation at 20 degrees
Celsius;

filtering the matured solution;

dissolving a 15 percent w/v solution of a polysaccharide
selected from the group consisting of, lactose and
maltodextrin in the filtrate;

spray drying the filtrate in a spray drier; and

sieving the dried powder so obtained from the spray
drying step to obtain a food colour.
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2. A process for the manufacture of food colours from
hibiscus flowers as claimed in claim 1, wherein, the flowers
are washed with dimineralised water.

3. A process for the manufacture of food colours from
hibiscus flowers as claimed in claim 1, wherein, the water in
which the flowers are heated in the decoction chamber is
demineralised.

4. A process for the manufacture of food colours from
hibiscus flowers as claimed in claim 1, wherein, the alkaline
amino acid is D L Arginine.

§. A process for the manufacture of food colours from
hibiscus flowers as claimed in claim 1, wherein, the tem-
perature of the filtrate in the spray drier is maintained at 70
to 75 degrees Celsius.

6. A process for the manufacture of food colours from
hibiscus flowers as claimed in claim 1, wherein, the acidic
amino acid is D L cysteine.

7. A process for the manufacture of food colours from
hibiscus flowers as claimed in claim 1, wherein, the spray
dried powder is sieved through a mesh having mesh size of
60 mesh.
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