
 

 

FLOW CHART FOR PATENT REGISTRATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PATENT GRANTED 

(Generally within 3-6 

months from the date of 

complying with FER/ 

Hearing.  

Patent is valid for 20 years 

from the date of filing) 

6) RECEIVE A HEARING NOTICE 

7) ATTEND HEARING 

File written submissions of the hearing 

within 15 days from the date of hearing) 

8) PAY RENEWAL FEE EVERY YEAR, FROM THIRD YEAR ONWARDS 

To be paid within 3 months from the date of recordal of grant OR before the expiration of the 

2nd year from the date of patent (in respect of the 3rd year & any succeeding year)  

2) FILE A REQUEST FOR EARLY PUBLICATION  

(Optional) (Published in 6-8 weeks)  

OR 

PUBLISHED AUTOMATICALLY AFTER 18 MONTHS 

Post-grant 

Opposition 
may be filed 

after 

publication 
of grant, 

within 12 

months from 
publication 

of grant 

Is applicant eligible 

for fast track 

prosecution? 

YES 

Pre-grant 

Opposition 

may be filed 
after 

publication, 
but before 

grant 

2) FILE A REQUEST FOR EARLY PUBLICATION 

(Published in 6-8 weeks) 

OR 

PUBLISHED AUTOMATICALLY AFTER 18 MONTHS 

3) FILE A REQUEST FOR EXPEDITED EXAMINATION 

(Examined in 3-6 months) 

9) FILE A STATEMENT OF WORKING 

(Once in respect of 3 financial years, within 6 months from the expiry of each such period of 3 

financial years) 

Instructions 

for fast 

track? 

3) FILE A REQUEST FOR EXAMINATION  

(Within 31 months from the priority date, failing which the 

patent application is abandoned) 

Note: for applications filed before 15.03.2024, request for 

examination can be filed within 48 months 

YES 

NO 

NO 

4) RECEIVE THE FIRST EXAMINATION REPORT (FER) 

 (Application to be put in order for grant within 6 months from the date of FER 

Updated information regarding foreign applications must be submitted within 3 

months from the date of FER) 

 

1a) FILE PATENT APPLICATION WITH  

PROVISIONAL SPECIFICATION (PS)  

Get Application No. & Filing Date 

 

PATENT REFUSED 

1b) FILE COMPLETE SPECIFIFICATION (CS) 

(Within 12 months of filing PS) 

Along with information & undertaking regarding foreign 

applications (must be submitted with the application or within 6 

months from the date of filing the application) 

FILE REVIEW 

PETITION AT THE IPO 

(Within 1 month from the 

date of the refusal order 

 

 

1) FILE PATENT APPLICATION WITH  

COMPLETE SPECIFICATION (CS) 

Along with information & undertaking regarding foreign 

applications (must be submitted with the application or within 6 

months from the date of filing the application) 

 

Get Application No. & Filing Date 

OR 

5) FILE A RESPONSE TO THE FER 

(To be submitted within 6 months from the date of FER) 

FILE APPEAL AT THE 

HIGH COURT  

(Within 3 months from the 

date of the refusal order 


